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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom forthe month of February, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
_ & Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90; West Nile Street, 

Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Cuuntries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and. 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. ‘The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 667 and 668. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Colonial Produce of Spirits (Restrictions) Return. 3 Sess. 2. 
Price 1s. 11d. 

This return, which has just been issued by the Colonial Office, 
shows the precise nature of the local excise restrictions to which 
producers of spirits in H.M. Cclonies are at present subject, and 
contains in regard to the majority of the Colonies the provisions of 
the various legislative enactments dealing with the subject. 
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Canada— West Indies. Agreement between the Canadian Govern- 
ment and Messrs. Pickford and Black to establish a Steamship 
Service between Canada and the West Indies. [Cd. 86.] Price 1d. 

By this Agreement, which was signed on 20th July, 1899, the 
contractors bound themselves to establish a fortnightly service of 
steamers to run from the Ist July next between St. John, New 
Brunswick, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, as ports of departure in 
Canada, and Port of Spain in Trinidad and Georgetown in British 
Guiana alternately as ports of arrival, calling at certain specified 
ports in other islands of the British West Indies. The vessels 
will carry mails, passengers, and all freight which may be reason- 
ably offered or obtained at such rates, both as to passengers and 
freights, as may be approved by the Canadian Government. The 
agreement provides tor the payment of an annual subsidy of 
65,700 dols., to be paid by H.M. Government, and 65,700 dols., to 
be paid by the Government of the Dominion. 


Railway and Canal Traffic Acts, 1854-1894. Ele: enth Annual 
Report of the Railway and Canal Commission, with Appendin. 
[Cd. 78.] Price 3d. 

This report contains a list of the applications made to the 
Railway and Canal Commission under the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Acts, and shows the nature of the applications and their 
result. 


Alcoholic Beverages. Statement showing the Production and Con- 
sumption of Alcoholic Beverages (Wine, Beer and Spirits) in the 
various Countries of Europe, in the United States and wm the principal 
British Colonies. 57. Price 9d. 

This is the third number of a Memorandum prepared in the 
Commercial, Labour and Statistical Departments of the Board of 
Trade to show the production and consumption of Wine, Beer and 
Spirits in the principal countries of the world. In the first and 
second numbers of this return details were given at some length 
with regard to the history and statistics of drink in the United 
Kingdom and the}princinal foreign countries for which data were 
available ; the present number contains a review of the statistics 
relating to the Australasian Colonies, the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Dominion of Canada, and a comparison of the consumption of 
alcoholic liquors in the principal British Colonies with that in the 
older countries of Europe, as well as a continuation of the remarks 
relating to the drink statistics of the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany and the United States contained in the earlier numbers 
of the return. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The South Australia (1, Crosby Square, 
ishopsgate Street Within, E.C.) will’ always 
be to hear of any new 
connection with agricultural machinery or 
processes, which he would communicate to the South Australian 
Department of Agriculture, and which would, through the Journal 
published under the auspices of that Department, be brought to 
the knowledge of the farming community, should the Department 
deem them of sufficient importance. 


Machinery. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 
Enquiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 


, Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W. 
relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—<A firm of spirit merchants in Holland desire 
to appoint a responsible agent in Canada for the sale of their goods. 

Another enquiry has been received for names of packers of fruit 
pulps (raspberry, black currant, gooseberry) and tomatoes. 

Canadian butter and cheese shippers selling their goods on this 
side on commission are invited by a Glasgow firm to consign direct. 

Broom handles, hoe handles, and shovel handles are required in 
basswood and white pine, and Canadian shippers are requested to 
quote prices per car-load. 


Canadian Enquiries.—Hnquiry has been again made respecting 
the demand for hop poles, from the maritime provinces of Canada. 

Enquiry is made for the names of a few houses in the dry goods 
trade who desire representation in Canada. 

A Canadian gentleman interested in developing a property in 
Ontario desires to negotiate with any firm who would join him 
in the pressing and sale of moss litter, of which large quantities 
are available on the estate. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A Lancashire manufacturing firm asks for 
names of Canadian shippers of maple syrup and sugar. 

A London firm of importers desires names of Canadian packers 
of fruit pulps. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian correspondent asks for names 
of principal United Kingdom tanners of belting leather, and also 
of manufacturers of leather belting. 


a2 
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A Canadian manufacturer of jams, fruit syrups and extracts, 
desires information as to possible outlet for these products in the 
United Kingdom. 

A Canadian manufacturer’s agent is prepared to undertake a few 
additional hardware and metal agencies. 

A Canadian correspondent desires information as to the im- 
portation of wood bungs into the United Kingdom. 

A Glasgow manufacturer's agent seeks a few more Canadian 
agencies. 

A Canadian firm of merchants report an opening for the 
following goods: material for manufacturing horse blankets of all 
kinds, webs, saddles, harness and other leathers, carriage and 
sleigh cloths, pasting, seaming, and broad laces, and are prepared 
to act as resident agents for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
these goods. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

. from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christi- 

po noon ania, stating that Tenders are invited by the 

< Norwegian State Railways Administration, not 

later than the 4th April, 1900, at 2 p.m., for the supply of 475 

tons of steel rails with their accompanying fish-plates. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 

personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SWEDEN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, 
Telephone Cables. stating that tenders are invited by the Admin- 
istration of Royal Swedish Telegraphs, not 
later than noon on the 29th instant, for the supply of certain 
telephone cables. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Electrical from Her Majesty’s Consul at Corunna, stating 


‘ that tenders are invited by the Corunna Electric 
Machinery at Co-operative Society for the supply of a com- 
Corunna. plete set of electrical machinery of 400 horse- 
power, and capable of supplying 12,000 lamps of 10 candle-power. 
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All necessary information can be procured from the Secretary, 
Senor Dr. Enrique Sors, 81, Calle Real, Corunna. 

Tenders should be addressed to the President, Senor Dr. Manuel 
Baifa, Calle de Zafateria, No. 5, Corunna, before the 15th proximo. 


The “ Madrid Gazette ” of 8th inst., announces that tenders will be 

: received by the Office of Public Works in 
me See Madrid up to 19th prox., for adjudication on 
24th idem., of the following contracts :— 

Ist. For the works of extension and alteration of the eastern 
dock of the port of Barcelona, the official estimate (upset price) 
for which amounts to 13,467,579°64 pesetas, or about 408,110/., and 

2nd. For the works of certain wharves and the extension of 
another and the making of the Pescadores dry dock in the port of 
Barcelona, the official estimate (upset price) for which amounts to 
5,959,530°37 pesetas, or about 180,000/. 

The estimates, conditions, and plans are open to inspection at the 
“* Ministerio de Fomento” in Madrid, and at the Office of the Civil 
Government of the province of Barcelona. 


‘he “ Madrid Gazette” of 11th inst., announces that = will 

: be received on 20th prox., at the Secretariat of 
the Supply of the Arsenal in Car- 

ae tagena, and at the Admiralty, Barcelona, for 
the delivery at the Arsenal in Cartagena of materials and goods 
needed for the work there for two years, as comprised in the sheet 
of conditions drawn up by the Supply Department on the 12th 
December last, and on view at the Admiralty in Barcelona, and 
the Secretariat of the Arsenal in Cartagena. ‘The materials and 
goods referred to are divided into nine lots, which may be tendered 
for separately, namely: Timber, iron, brass, copper, yellow metal, 
tin, bismuth, and others; oils and paints, hides and skins; and 
textiles. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 14th inst., announces that an application 
has been made, accompanied by particulars of 
the project and pledge of security, for the con- 
cession of an electric tramway in Barcelona, 
from the “ Parque’ ‘to the “ Blasco de Garay” Square, with two 
branches, and that one month is allowed in which other applica- 
tions containing better terms and accompanied by particulars of 
their respective projects and proper security may be made. 


Electric Tramway 
in Barcelona. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 14th inst., announces that tenders will 
be received within a month, for adjudication in 
Madrid five days later, at the office of the Civil 
Government of the Province of Cordoba and in 


Telephone Service 
in Cordoba. 
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that of the Directorate-General of Posts and Telegraphs in Madrid, 
for the purchase of the plant belonging to the 'l'elephone Service 
of the City of Cordoba, and for the continuation of that service 
for. the unexpired term of the contract of the present concessionaire 
(who has failed to comply with the terms of such contract), which 
expires on 14th May, 1908. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 14th inst. confirms the concession 
approved by Royal Order of 30th September 
Local Railway. last for the construction of an electric railway 
in the neighbourhood of San Sebastian (Province 
of Guipuzcoa) from Ategorrieta to Monte de Ulia, the work to be 
begun within a year and finished within a period of three years 
afterwards. Materials which may be imported from abroad for 
the construction of railways are subject to special duties, as noted 
at page 434 of the ‘Board of Trade Journai” for 22nd ultimo. 
Nore.—The particulars given in the “ Madrid Gazette ” referred 
to above, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TUNIS. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
on through the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consu} 
at Tunis, notifying the establishment there of a 
of Commerce. British Chamber of Commerce, whose bye-laws 
and regulations have been approved by the Franco-Tunisian 
Government. ‘There already existed in the City of Tunis a French 
Chamber of Commerce and an Italian Chamber of Commerce. 


ARGENTINA. 


With reference to a notice on p. 360 of the “ Board of Trade 
Exhibition Journal” for 15th February last, the Board of 

. Trade have received through the courtesy of 
of Dairy the Consul-General for the Argentine Republic 

Products. &c. copy of the Regulations and Programme of 
the Dairy Exhibition to be held in Buenos Ayres from the 20th 
to the 27th May next. 

Article 2 of the Regulations states that exhibits of machinery, 
instruments, implements and chemical products of Argentine or 
foreign manufacture will be admitted, but live stock and dairy 
products only will be admitted when produced or manufactured 
in the Argentine Republic. 

Article 4 states that applications for adm‘sszion will have to be 
presented to the secretary of the Sociedad Argentina, Bangullo 
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833, Buenos Aires, before 20th April, 1900, specifying with all. 
details, the nature of products (exhibits) with the corresponding 
class and the name and address of exhibitor. As regards 
machinery utensils or implements which have not been manufac- 
tured by the exhibitor, the name of the manufacturer and his 
address will have to be specified. 

According to Article 7 all machinery, implements, utensils, 
products, animals, &c., are to be in their respective places 
before 20th May, 1900. Imported articles (in accordance with 
Article 6), will have to be landed in Buenos Aires and “transferred” 
to the Director de Agricultura y Ganaderia before that date. 


EMIGRATION FROM BRITISH INDIA. 


‘he Board of Trade have received from the India Office copy of 
a statement together with tables showing the emigration from 
British India in recent years. 

Krom these statistics it appears that the number of emigrants 
from India during the twelve years 1887-88 to 1898-99 amounted 
to 176,001, making an annual average of 14,667 persons. The 
number of persons who returned during the same period amounted 
to 75,375, an average of 6,281 yearly, or less than one-half of the 
number who left India. The mortality amongst emigrants is high 
in some of the colonies to which they go, and of those who survive, 
a substantial proportion elect to continue to work in the colony 
after their term of indenture expires, and many of these never 
return to India. In Mauritius, for instance, about 69 per cent. of 
the population (256,000 out of a population of 372,000) are Indian 
settlers and their descendants, and in Natal, Trinidad, and elsewhere, 
the settled Indians are increasing in numbers. 

‘here are five places in India from which emigration may legally 
be carried on—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and the two French 
settlements of Pondichery and Karikal. From Bombay emigration 
ceased many years ago, and general recruiting has never been 
resumed, labour in the Western Presidency being, on the whole, 
so well paid that there is but little inducement to. emigrate to the 
coolie-employing colonies. That port and the port of Kardchi, 
however, have recently been used for the shipment of male 
labourers destined for work on the Uganda Railway, who were 
recruited under agreements made with or on behalf of Her 
Majesty’s Government. From the French settlements there has 
been no emigration since 1884, except in one year, 1888-89. The 
port of Calcutta is the most convenient for the shipment of 
emigrants drawn from the impoverished masses of the thickly 
populated districts of Oudh, Bihar, and the eastern section of 
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the North-Western Provinces, and the main stream of emi- 
gration flows from that region down the Hooghly. Of the 
persons who emigrated from India in 1898-99, 6,646 (being 
34 per cent.) were shipped from Calcutta, almost all of 
them from the North-Western Provinces, Oudh, and Bihar. 
From Madras 3,199 were shipped during the year, recruited 
exclusively from the Madras presidency, mostly from the southern 
(Tamil) districts. From Karachi 9,479 male labourers, mostly 
recruited from the Panjab, left during the year under agreement 
to work on the Uganda Railway. There were also 289 emigrants 
shipped from Bombay to the Seychelles. 

The destinations of the emigrants in the last five years were as 
follows :— 


— | 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 
To Mauritius ...  .... 1,029 1,746 802 406 | 
Demerara... 7,200 | 1,908 2,417 1,194 | 2.380 
» Trinidad ... ...| 3,185 | 2,177 3,043 1,851 ‘1,268 
» Dutch Guiana -| 1,279 | 1,696 500 618 | 616 
» Jamaica coe] 711 | 470 eos ove 623 
Mombassa ... 2,819 2,793 | 9,479 
» Seychelles ... ...| , | 280 
| | | 
Total ...  ... 18,428 | 11,899 15,572 | 13,485 | 19,613 
j | | 


The emigrants who sailed from Calcutta during the year went to 
British and Dutch Guiana, Trinidad, Natal, and Jamaica. The 
emigrants from Madras went to Natal. There is a considerable 
flow of native labourers from Madras to Ceylon and the Straits, 
but this traffic is not conducted under the provisions of the Emi- 
gration Act. 

The figures in the tables appended to the above statement relate 
solely to emigration as carried on under the laws regulating 
emigration. They take no account of the numbers who leave 
India as passengers, not having been recruited by emigration 
agencies for service in the colonies, The tables also take no 
account of persons who leave India on pilgrimage to the holy 
places in Arabia, of whom small but uncertain numbers settle out 
of India. 
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Referring to the extract given in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for the 8th inst. (p. 519) from the report of H.M. Consul for 
Thessaly, the following paragraphs taken from the same source 
and which led up to the remarks contained in that extract may be 
of interest :— 

H.M. Consul says that many native and foreign traders in 
the district of Thessaly deal somewhat largely in such articles 
as can still only be obtained on advantageous terms from Great 
Britain, notably textile fabrics, cottons, woollen stuffs, &c. ; 
but some of these traders do not even import direct and on 
the best possible terms, being dependent for their supplies on 
commission agents resident in Athens, who themselves may 
not be in close touch with British manufacturers, but who in 
any case exact large commissions on all orders passing 
through their hands. Year by year the requirements of the 
Thessalian population are likely to steadily increase, and at its 
present rate of growth the town of Volo must before long rank as 
one of the most important of the Hellenic Kingdom. Even now 
the sum total of British goods imported into the province reaches 
a very respectable figure, yet not one general commission agent of 
British nationality has found it advisable to establish himself in 
the locality, nor would it be prudent for any such agent to start 
business so long as the many existing traders of various mixed 
nationalities can count on obtaining the most profitable orders for 
British goods. These foreign traders, who practically monopolise 
the profits derivable from British trade, and who not unnaturally 
prefer, whenever possible, to call attention of their customers to 
substitutes emanating from their native countries, would prove 
formidable rivals to any British traders endeavouring to found 
business connections, unless such a person could rely on obtaining 
the support of a certain number of British firms dealing in articles 
for which a local demand exists. In practice, however, the majority 
of British manufacturing firms do not seem to be alive to the 
necessity of encouraging traders of their own nationality by 
according them special facilities or preferential treatment, but, on 
the contrary, in places where a choice exists, they frequently 
decide in favour of the foreign agent, and thus deliberately confide 
their interests to persons who are often sufficiently influenced by 
patriotic impulses and prejudices to even make some personal 
sacrifices when called upon to choose between pushing the products 
of their own countries and those of other nations. Doubtless 
merchants in general may be trusted to principally confine their 
transactions to such dealings as prove most lucrative to themselves, 
but most persons would individually prefer not to be represented 
in distant centres by agents who in every case where a choice 
existed would decide in favour of their rivals. Yet at the present 
moment, as for many years past, in many important Kastern 
districts British manufacturers have to almost exclusively rely on 
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such agents for their orders, while they have afforded little support 
or encouragement to individuals of their own nationality, who 
have from time to time endeavoured to establish themselves in 
localities where their presence ought to prove invaluable. 

The Consul goes on to say that 30 to 40 years ago many British 
houses of good standing existed in the Levant, and as a conse- 
quence British goods of excellent quality were easily obtainable, 
and were highly esteemed. It may perhaps be reasonably con- 
sidered that at this epoch foreign competition had only just 
commenced to make itself felt, and that the gradual disappearance 
of British mercantile representatives from the Levant was the 
obvious effect of the steadily decreasing demand for British wares, 
which rendered their positions not sufficiently remunerative. With 
respect to this idea it is instructive to bear in mind that, although 
falling short of what could be desired, a very considerable and 
lucrative British trade still exists in the localities in question, the 
profits of which are subdivided among the innumerable native and 
foreign retail traders, whose combined competition renders futile 
every attempt at the establishment of commission agencies on a 
large scale. This subdivision of the existing trade seems to have 
been the true cause of the downfall of most of the old Levantine 
houses at a time when, in face of growing competition, their 
continued existence would have proved of the greatest possible 
service in safeguarding British commercial interests, Had the 
principal producers of the United Kingdom supported these old- 
established firms, and refrained from entering into wholesale 
direct relations with the native and foreign petty traders, it is 
safe to say that the position of British commercial enterprise in 
the East would have been very different to what it now is. On 
the other hand, one cannot but admire the energy and foresight of 
foreign competitors, who so readily seized the opportunity thus 
afforded them, and who in a comparatively short time captured a 
considerable portion of the trade, in face of the great reputation 
enjoyed for many years by British goods throughout even the 
remoter districts of the Orient, a reputation which owed much to 
the straightforward dealings and reliability of the very firms with 
whose services the short-sighted policy of our exporters was so ready 
to dispense. Even at the present day there is a very prevalent 
predilection among the native population in favour of articles of 
British origin, to combat which prejudice foreign commercial 
travellers and agents have lost no opportunity of carefully 
inculcating the idea that price for price British goods are unable 
to compete with foreign products. So successful has this conten- 
tion proved, that it is now a generally accepted axiom in Thessaly 
that goods of foreign manufacture can be retailed at more advan- 
tageous prices than British articles of similar quality. 
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Were there any general truth in the often repeated tale that 
price for price British manufacturers are unable to compete with 
the productions of our foreign competitors, then little wonder need 
be felt that in such districts as Thessaly and other parts of the 
Orient, where, after all, quantity is more regarded than quality, 
British products have been in a great measure supplanted by 
those of German and Belgian origin, and the steady growth in the 
demand for all manufactured articles in those districts would be of 
little consequence to British producers, who could only expect a 
continued decline in the demand for their goods. 

Further on in his report the Consul writes as follows: ‘“ During 
the past 20 vears, having been an interested although non-trading 
observer of the progress of commercial enterprise in the East, I 
feel at the present moment firmly convinced that the majority of 
our productions, when given a fair chance, are more than able to 
hold their own, price for price, and quality for quality, with goods 
which have been gradually supplanting them in the face of the 
still existing popular predilection in their favour, but I am also 
satisfied that under existing conditions, which are unfortunately 
likely to continue, matters can scarcely be expected to improve. 

‘In spite of the marked attention which has been accorded to 
the subject of our trade for years past by experts, and by many 
commercial publications, notwithstanding the abundant and easily 
obtainable information regarding the requirements of the various 
foreign markets now at the disposal of our manufacturing firms, 
information which should prove invaluable if used as a guide to 
the localities in which to seek trustworthy and energetic agents 
for the sale of special goods, the average British manufacturer is 
content to contine his efforts to forwarding catalogues to Con- 
sulates, which in numerous districts, in the absence of resident 
traders of British nationality, can only be placed in the hands of 
foreigners. Under such circumstances as these, it speaks well for 
the quality of our goods that the demand for them is still so general. 

“With regard to the catalogues which our manufacturers con- 
stitute their sheet-anchor, it must be confessed that they are, as a 
rule, admirably illustrated and well got up. In this district, 
although a somewhat remote one, the fact of their being in English 
is not found to be a very serious drawback, as most of the 
principal native and foreign commission agents resident here know 
quite enough of the language for such purpose. Probably little 
real advantage would accrue were they in any other language than 
Greek. Considering the very costly and elaborate form in which 
many of these works are issued, it could hardly be expected that 
manufacturers should find it practicable to incur the great expense 
of publishing full duplicate editions in various languages, while 
abbreviated translations would probably not so satisfactorily answer 
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the purpose. As regards this question, however, the case doubtless 
varies much in different countries, but speaking for my own district, 
I feel ‘fairly confident that no great number of orders are missed 
through this cause. 

“When catalogues are forwarded to Consulates it might be well 
if some specification of trade terms were to be transmitted at the 
same time, so that persons to whom the catalogues are handed 
could form an immediate opinion as to whether profitable business 
would be likely to ensue, without having themselves to apply by 
letter for such details, thus incurring trouble and losing much time. 

‘Although every endeavour is made to place the catalogues of 
articles for which there is any demand in suitable hands, and 
business frequently results, I cannot but feel that the lack of 
resident traders of British nationality and training is the real bar 
to any sanguine hopes for the future prosperity of our trade in the 
Levant. Were this state of things irremediable, little could be 
gained by drawing attention to it, but the remedy exists, and is in 
the hands of our merchants at home. Let them, even thus late in 
the day, turn their attention toward the encouragement of the few 
British traders who still carry on business in the localities referred 
to, let thein accord all possible support to Englishmen establishing 
themselves abroad, and the benefit to our trade would be appre- 
ciable.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2385.) 


| 
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PRODUCTION OF IRON AND STEEL IN FRANCE 
IN 1898. 


The Committee entrusted with the work of examining and 
collecting statistics of the mining and metallurgical industries in 
France, as well as of steam apparatus, has recently reported to the 
Ministry of Public Works, the report appearing in the French 
“ Journal Officiel ” of 10th February last. The second part of the 
statistics published by the committee deals with metallurgical 
works. ‘The most important of these are of course those manu- 
facturing iron and steel ; their production was as follows :— 

Quantity Value 
metric tons. x 


Crude pig, refined, foundry pig 


and pig of first fusion, &e. ... 2,525,000 6,372,000 
Shaped iron and speciul kinds, 

including sheet-iron ... 766,000 5,044,000 
Worked steel of all kinds w+ 1,174,000 11,008,000 


Rolled pig of second fusion, 
manufactured in works of 
secondary importance .. 624,000 5,520,000 


Total ... 5,089,000 27,734,000 

These figures as to the total production of iron and steel show 
an increase of 242,000 tons in quantity and 2,858,000/. in value, 
the increase in quantity being due chiefly to the increased output 
of steel, and the increase in value partly to the same cause and 
partly to the general rise in prices of iron and steel. 

The production of blast furnaces has only increased 41,000 tons, 
and the production of iron, including sheet iron, which in 1897 
had decreased 45,000 tons, again shows a decrease of 18,00 tons. 
On the other hand the output of steel works has been 179,000 
tons (18 per cent.) more than in the preceding year. ‘I'his increase 
is distributed over Bessemer steel (114,000 tons), Siemens-Martin 
steel (57,000 tons), and steel produced by the older processes 
(8,000 tons). Classifying this production of steel according to 
articles, the output was:— 


In 1898, Increase over 1897, 
Tons. ‘Tons. 
Rails... 242,800 51,000 
steel and special 
steel . ane 654,500 85,000 
Sheets ... 276,800 43,000 
Total 1,174,100 179,000 


Prices of fine pig (fontes d’affinage), and rolled pig (fontes de 
moulage) have increased by 4 fr. to 5 fr. per ton; shaped iron and 
special iron on the average by 1 fr. only, but iron sheets have 
grown dearer by 5 fr. As regards Bessemer and Martin steel, 
prices have gone up about 3 fr. per ton in the case of rails, 4 fr. 
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for shaped steel, and 13 fr. for sheets. As regards various kinds 
of steel—puddled, forged, crucible, cemented, or obtained by 
recasting old steel the increase has been more accentuated. The 
total output of these categories does not exceed 29,700 tons, but it 
was only 22,000 in 1897. 

The production of ingots, whether by the Bessemer or Siemens- 
Martin process, more than one-third of which takes place in the 
Meurthe-et-Moselle Department, increased by 108,000 tons. 
Altogether, steel works have increased their production consider- 
ably in all branches, and their condition was very prosperous in 
1898, 

Statistics of the export trade in iron and steel are contained in 
a table drawn up by the Division of Mines from figures furnished 
by the Administration of the Customs. The table shows an excess 
of exports in the case of pig iron of more than 54,000 tons, of 
other iron 64,000 tons, and of steel nearly 67,000 tons; the total 
excess of exports shows an increase of 30,000 tons over the figures 
for 1897. 

France also possesses a number of metallurgical works, in which 
gold, silver, lead, zinc, copper, nickel, aluminium and antimony 
are produced either frc native or foreign ores, but in comparison 
with iron and steel works, they are of small importance. Their 
total production in 1898 represents nearly 2,000,000/., exclusive of 
the produce of secondary processes ; this figure shows an increase of 
240,0001. over that for 1897. The output of lead, silver, copper, 
nickel, antimony and aluminium has increased slightly, whilst that 
of zine, in spite of the increase in the price of this metal, shows a 
small decline. 
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THE MEXICAN MINERAL INDUSTRY. 


The “ Iron Age” of New York, of the 1st inst., in an article on 
the Mexican Mineral Industry, states that silver is and always has 
been one of the principal products of Mexican mines, and now, with 
the increase of trade in Japan and China, this metal has a good 
chance to improve in value. Most of the old mines of Zacatecas, 
Pachuca, Chihuahua and Guanajuato districts continue to produce 
steadily, as many of them have done for the last 250 years, and 
new mines are also being opened up by both natives and Americans. 
The Sierra Madre regions of Chihuahua and Sonora are also 
coming rapidly to the front as producers of both silver and gold. 
The Central Mexican, Sierra Madre and Chihuahua railroads are 
doing much, and will do more in the near future, to help the 
development of this new but wonderfully rich district, which is now 
easily reached. The favourable rates of freight and the induce- 
ments offered by the smelters are causing an influx of miners and 
capitalists, principally from the Western States of America. Gold 
quartz in paying veins is found throughout Central Sonora and 
Western Chihuahua, but little was done in gold mining in those 
sections until American prospectors showed their permanent value 
as investments. 

Iron mining is relatively a new industry in Mexico; never- 
theless Chihuahua has a well-equipped plant supplied from the 
mines of Sierra del Hierro, Durango, Mercado and other districts, 
which now manufacture steel rails, mining machinery of all kinds, 
as well as agricultural implements. Another large rolling mill is 
to be erected at Monterey, Nuevo Leon, most of the capital for the 
same (2,000,0001.) having already been subscribed in the country. 
Still, importers of mining, agricultural and other machinery have 
constantly increased sales and orders for every section of the 
Republic. So great has this business become that it is said there 
are not sufficient cars at the port of Tampico to move the thousands 
of tons of machinery which have been waiting transportation into 
the interior for a month or more. 

The working of the Huntington coal fields in the Rio Grande 
district of Coahuila and the recent discovery of a good grade 
of brown coal near Mezquiz have helped to give an impetus to the 
manufacturing industries in Mexico. It is probable that Japanese 
labourers will be imported to work these mines, and many of the 
metal mines of Chihuahua, the recent treaty between Japan and 
Mexico making it possible to employ large numbers of them. 

Although there are many Mexican labourers, yet with the 
increase of wages they are not always willing to work steadily, this 
causing serious loss to such concerns as the large smelters at 
Monterey and Aguas Calientes, which employ 2,000 or 3,000 men 
each. Within the last few weeks the Government has taken the 
matter in hand, and any idlers or loafers found in the above 
towns are at once sent to work on the public roads. ‘This plan_is 
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said to be working satisfactorily and many have gone back to the 
smelters and mills, seeking their old places. 

Among the gold and silver properties which during 1899 paid 
dividends of over 50,0001. each are: Penoles (State of Durango), 
220,000/.; Santa Maria La Paz, 177,600/. ; La Reina (Chihuahua), 
74,1001.; Esperanza (El Oro), 72,000/.; Hacienda, Guadalupe, 
52,0001.; El Alacran, 50,000/.; Santa Gertrudes and adjoining 
mines, 50,0000. 

The general financial condition of the country is very good, 
and new roads, new steamship lines, and enterprises of every kind 
are being established daily, from the Rio Grande on the north 
to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec on the south. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
MAURITIUS. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 579-592 of 
‘Excise Duty the “ Board of Trade Journal” tor the 15th 

: inst., respecting the Tariff of Customs and other 

on Wine. duties now in force in Mauritius, the Board of 
Trade have further received, through the Cclonial Office, a copy of 
an Ordinance (No. 50 of 1899), effecting the following modifica- 


tions in the excise duty on wine manufactured in the Colony :— 


Former Duty. 


New Daty. 


Wine ... 


..| An excise duty of 9 rs. 18 cts. 


per hectol. shall be levied on 
all wine issued from the bonded 
warehouses, when the said wine 
has been manufactured in the 
Colony, ani a further duty of 
1 rs. 58 cts. per degree of alcohol 
per hectol. above 16 degrees, 
according to Gay-Lussac’s alco- 
holometer, contained in such 


An excise duty of 8 rs. 42 cts. 
per hectol. shall be levied on 
all wine issued from the bonded 
warchouses, when the said wine 
has been manufactured in the 
Colony, and a further duty of 
1 rs. 45 cts. per degree or frac- 
tion of a degree of alcohol per 
hectol., and a proportional duty 
per fraction of a degree above 


16 degrees, according to Gay- 
Lussac’s alcoholometer, con- 
tained in such wine. 


wine. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The following Order, amending the “ Temporary Transit Rules ” as 
Temporary regards goods, the produce of Africa, passing 
: in transit from places outside the Protectorate 
Transit Rules. +4 Chiromo for shipment therein to Chinde, has 
been published in the official “ British Central Africa Gazette” 
for the 3lst January last :— 

Goods which are the produce of Africa, such as ivory, rubber, 
wax, tobacco (unmanufactured), &c., &c., need only pay at the 
transit stations, namely, Fort Hill and Fort Alston, the 3 per cent. 
transit dues and not, as heretofore, the 5 per cent. import duty. 

This modification of the rules for goods in transit does not affect 
the coilection of the road and river duties and wharfage dues, 
which will be collected as heretofore on all goods. It will, therefore, 
only be necessary for the Customs officer at these stations to collect 
the 3 per cent. on account of transit dues and the road and river 
and wharfage dues. 

On and after the Ist February, 1900, the following alteration in 
the “Temporary Transit Rules” will come into force :— 

“ All intermediate transit stores (7.e., those which are not ports 
of entry or exit) are abolished.” 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


HOLLAND. 


The United States Minister at the Hague has forwarded to his 
Government translations of three Royal Decrees, 
dated the 30th December last, (1) the 
East India. Governor-General of Dutch East India to extend 
the operation of the existing Tariff Law to the 
parts of the Dutch Possessions not mentioned therein; (2) fixing 
the import duty on salt at 3°50 florins per 100 kilogs. in the 
district of Tapanoli, and at 2 florins per 100 kilogs. in other parts 
of Dutch East India; and (3) imposing export duties on forest 
products of districts not included in the islands of Java and 
Madura. 


FRANCE. 


A French Presidential Decree, dated the 8th inst., and published 
in the “Journal Officiel” of the 11th inst, 
pecan som modifies as follows the Table annexed to the 
4 Decree of the 26th November, 1892 (as modified 
Tariff of New by a Decree of the 30th December, 1897), 
Caledonia. which contained the exceptions from the 
General Customs Tariff of France with regard to imports into New 
Caledonia from foreign countries :— 


Article. New Rate of Duty. 
Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
Rice, in the grain ... aoe ie .... 100 Kilogs, 8 00 |100 Kilogs. 2 00 
Manufactured tobacco 40 00 100 00 
Cigars and cigarettes 50 00 100 00 
Machines and machinery, complete, for use| . 15 00 Free. 
in the treatment of gold and copper ore. 
| 
TURKEY. 


The ‘‘ Levant Herald” of the 6th inst. reports that the Sultan has 
confirmed the decision of the Imperial Ottoman 

nt tne Government to suppress the tax of 2 paras levied 
on every label affixed at the Custom Houses on 
chemical products imported from abroad, but 


Chemical 
Products. 


has commanded that, in the interests of public health, the Customs 
authorities should continue to apply the labels. The Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, it is stated, has communicated the Sovereign’s 
decision to the Foreign Missions, informing them at the same time 
that the analysis of chemicals will henceforth be made at the Custom 
Houses, to each of which a competent analyst and a laboratory 
provided with the latest appliances will be attached. 
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SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

;., translation of a Royal Decree, dated the 6th 

hey aay inst., authorising the free importation of 

nd aad foreign cval or coke, destined solely for the 

of Ships. supply of fuel to ocean-going steamers. The 
following are the provisions of the Decree :— 

Article 1.—If destined exclusively for the supply of ocean- 
going steamers, foreign coal and coke may be introduced, free of 
Customs duty, into the floating warehouses which have been or 
may be authorised by the Minister of Fomento in virtue of the 
Royal Decree of the 24th November, 1889. 

Article 2.—The conditions requisite for the enjoyment of this 
concession are :— 

1. That the existence of the hulk or floating warehouse shall 
have been authorised by the Minister of Fomento as provided in 
_ the above quoted Royal Order. ’ 

2. That the vessels bringing fuel to these floating stores shall 
bring no other goods whatever, the coal or coke being the sole 
cargo. 

3. That only foreign coal or coke shall be placed on the hulk, 
and that they shall on no account be landed or transferred to 
coasting vessels. 

4. That the concessionary of the floating warehouse shall under- 
take to comply with the provisions of this Decree, and those of the 
General Customs Ordinances so far as concerns the importation 
and re-exportation of coal and coke. 

Article 3.—In taking the said fuel into and cut of the hulks 
there shall be observed the formalities laid down in the above- 
mentioned Customs Ordinances respecting goods destined for 
bonded warehouses, so far as these are applicable to the nature and 
circumstances of the case. 

Article 4.—The floating warehouses of native or foreign coal or 
coke now established, or which may be established, subject to the 
rules contained in Appendix 18 of the same Ordinances, shall 
continue without change and quite independently of those 
authorised by this Decree. 

Article 5.—Paragraph 2, Article 7, of the Customs Ordinances 
now in force, and Appendix 18 thereof, shall be modified in so far 
as they may be at variance with the above provisions. 


, 
' 
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UNITED STATES. 


The following Decisions of the Treasury Department of the United 

i States, affecting the application of the United 
Customs Decisions. ci ates Customs Tariff, have been received at 
the Board of Trade :-— 

Harmonicas.—Harmonicas of the kind chiefly used for the 
amusement of children are dutiable as toys at the rate of 35 per 
cent.:ad valorem under paragraph 418 of the Tariff, and not as 
musical instruments. 

Felt carpeting.—Felt carpeting is dutiable at 50 per cent. ad 
valorem under the provisions of paragraph 381 of the Tariff, as 
“ carpeting of wool.” 

Sun-bleached sheaves of wheat—Sun-bleached sheaves of wheat, 
classified as natural flowers, are held to be entitled to free entry 
under the provisions of paragraph 566 of the Tariff, as ‘“ textile 
‘“‘ grasses or fibrous vegetable substances, not dressed or manu- 
“ factured in any manner, and not specially provided for.” 

Transfer of exhibition articles—Articles imported for exhibition 
under paragraph 702 of the Tariff, cannot be transferred from the 
original port of entry to another for exhibition purposes under a 
warehouse withdrawal for transportation in bond, but may be 
removed under Customs supervision or special bond, the original 
bond continuing in full force and effect. 

Russian calfskins.—Russian calfskins are declared free of duty 
under paragraph 664 of the Tariff, as “hides not specially provided 
for.” 

Women’s lamb gloves—Women’s lamb gloves, under 14 inches, 
piquéd and embroidered, are held not to be liable to an additional 
duty of 40 cents. per dozen pairs under paragraph 445 of the 
Tariff, not being embroidered with more than three single strands 
or cords, 

Limestone.—Broken or rubble limestone is dutiable at 12 cents. 
per cubic foot under paragraph 117 of the Tariff. 

Cherries in spirits——Wild red cherries in spirits, imported in 
casks, are dutiable under paragraph 263 of the Tariff, as “ fruit 
preserved in spirits.” 

Gloves —Kid point.—Cotton gloves and linen gloves, ornamented 
with rows of stitching known as “kid point” and not as ‘“em- 
broidery,” are dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 314 of the Tariff, and not as embroidered articles under 
paragraph 339. 

Cetton hosiery—Men’s cotton hose or half hose, made either of 
woven or knitted material, sq fashioned by cutting and seam 
stitching as to resemble full-fashioned hose, except as regards the 
top portion, which is made of knitted material joined together by 
a blind seam and stitched to the body of the hose, are dutiable at 
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the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 317 of the 
‘Tariff, and not under paragraph 318. 

Keys for sardine boxes.—Metal keys designed for use as openers 
for cans or boxes containing sardines, attached to each can, and 
held in place by a small piece of tin soldered to the can, are free of 
duty as part of the ordinary coverings of the goods. 

Free entry of tourists’ bicycles. —The appended form of certificate 
is adopted for use, so far as practicable, on the importation and 
exportation of bicycles owned by members of the Canadian 
Wheelmen’s Association, the League of American Wheelmen, the 
Cyclists’ Touring Club, and the National Cyclists’ Union, the 
members of these clubs being permitted to import their bicycles 
free of duty— 


BicycLeE CERTIFICATE. 


Port of , No. . Permission is hereby requested 
of , for delivery, without payment of duty, of one bicycle, 
called the , made by , and numbered , Value dols. 
——,, brought into by me as a tourist and bona jide member 
of the 

My full name and address is , . My certificate or 
ticket of membership in said for , No. , 18 presented 


for official stamp of and surrender to the collector. In considera- 
tion of the said free delivery, I hereby agree to re-export said 
bicycle within four months from this date, at the port of , or 
in default thereof to pay the duty thereon on the above valuation. 


, Applicant. 


Dated 
To the Deputy Collector of Customs. 

The permission requested as above is hereby granted. 

, Collector of Customs. 


I hereby certify that the bicycle referred to in the within permit 
was, on the day of , exported to 


— —, Collector. 


Orange Peel.—Orange peel which becomes dry through exposure 
to the atmosphere is not dutiable under paragraph 267 of the 
Tariff providing for *‘ orange peel . . preserved, candied, or 
dried,” but is free of duty under paragr aph 627. 

Tapioca flour.—Tapioca flour, or ground cassava, is exempt from 
duty under paragraph 677 of the Tariff which places on the free 
list “ tapioca, cassava or cassady,” and is not dutiable under para-— 
graph 235 as “ starch, or a preparation fit for use as starch.” _ 
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PARAGUAY. 


In a despatch to his Government, dated the 4th December last, 
the United States Consul at Asuncion forwards 
New Customs a translation of the new Customs Tariff Law, 
Tariff. which is to be in force in Paraguay during the 
current year. The text of the Law is stated to be as follows ; 
Article 1—From the Ist January, 1900, the following duties 
will be charged on articles of foreign production : —- 


| Duty— 

Articles, Unit. | P. 

Pesos. 
Olives, in any kind of box... ese Kilog. 02 
Caper bush, in any kind of box .. | - ‘04 
Anchovies, in any kindof box ... “04 
Herring, in any kind of box 08 
Tunny fish, in any kind of box ... a “06 
Refined sugar in general ... “10 
Unrefined sugar in — “05 
Biscuits, &c. .. = | “06 
Ground coffee in general ... 05 
Shrimps in any kind of box 06 
Preserved meat, in any kind of box... 02 
Peruvian root, in any kind of box ont “15 
Chocolate, in any kind of box ... best 10 
Plums, in any kind of box .| ce ‘01 
Sweets, caramel, bonbons (not medicinal), i in general... a | as 05 
Preserves of all classes, in general, not specified in, ma 33 

the present Law. 
Conserves of all kinds, with fruits as 06 
Dates, in any kind of box 03 
Sweets, in any kind of box ves pout ” ‘01 
Extracts of beef, in any kind of ‘box ane “a o_ 10 
Wooden matches... 1-60 
Wax matches and matches of other substances | Each box of “01 
50 wax tapers. 

Colours, composed of simple syrup or water... Se Kilog. 06 
Colours, composed of alcohol __... *08 
Lard, in any kind of box 02 
Dried liver, in any kind of box ... 03 
Mushrooms, in any kind of box ... aes oa ” “02 
Mushrooms (preserved), in rad kind of box... 06 
Apples and other dried fruits ” | 
Nuts ... As | “01 
Raisins igs 02 
Paste of anchovy, peanuts, ‘and tomatoes 02 
Cheese, in cans | 02 
English sauce (Wi orcester) 0 ‘of anchovy 05 
Prepared tobacco... | “25 
Tapioca and sago in Packages | 10 
Tea in general | +05 
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Duty— 
Articles. Unit. Paper. 
Pesos, 
Fruits, in cans or jars Kilog. 08, 
Wax candles, stearine, sperm in general. ‘ 02 
Brandy—* 
30° and over... Litre 20 
Less than 30° ... 10 
Of anise, in casks or demijohns Ree a 10 
Wormwood in general we 
Arrack 20 
Birr 20 
Bitters, Angostura Bottle 20 
Bitters, all other Litre 30 
Beer in general 10 
Champagne in gencral 
Citron in general “10 
Cognac in general ... mn “30 
Gin in general * 10 
Grappa 30 
Liyqueurs— 
Chartreuse 
Other kinds 30 
Punch or rum in general ... re “B0 
Common wines—F rench, Italian, Spanish, and 10 
Argentine—in casks. 
Wines of same kind and from same places, bottled Bottle. 20 
Fine wines— 
In casks Litre. 25 
Bottled Bottle. 50 
NoTe.—By common wines in casks and bottles 
is to be understood wines whose appraised 
value docs not eaceed 10 cents per litre, and 
4 pesos paper (50 cents gold) per bow of 
1 dozen bottles, ve 
Vermouth in general Litre 20 
Vinegar in general "C5 
Whiskey in general “30 
Oil, essential— 
Ordinary and regular ... *B0 
Toilet waters in general i» 20 
Cushions, purses, small bags, — fumed, in general Kilog. 1:00 
Barber brilliantine Flask 02 
Cold cream in general 02 
Perfumed colours on Kilog. 4:00 
Cosmetics in general 30 
Ordinary handkerchief extracts ... Litre 50 
Fine extracts in general 
Scented soaps— 
Ordinary Kilog +20 
Fine... 30 
Opiates for the teeth Flask 02 
Soap paste for barbers ‘i 02 
Rice powder for face— 
Perfumed toilet pomades ... 
Oriental tonic Flask. 03 
Aromatic vinegar in general Litre. 02 
Flask. 03 


Ayer’ s hair vigour ... 


* Brandy is also included in the 80 per cent. ad valorem duties. 
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New Customs Tariff of Paraguay—(continued). 

- Article 2—There are excepted from this list the following 
articles, which will pay a duty by means of stamps fixed upon the 
boxes :— 


Pesos. 
Cigarettes in general, in parcels of 14 Packet. ‘10 
cigarettes. 
(Fractions are treated as entire 
boxes.) 
Habana cigars or their imitations --» Each. 05 
Cigars of other origin ... ; “02 


Article 3.—For the collection of the duties created by this Law, 
the quantities or weights used for the liquidation of the Customs 
duties will serve as a basis. 

Article 4.—Articles of national production will pay the following 
duties, in stamps fixed on the boxes :— 


i Ton Duty— 
Articles. | Unit. Paper. 
| Fesos. 
Cigarettes, in packets of 14, costing per packet, retail 
price— | 
From 5 to 20 cents Packet. 01 
Cigars in boxes, costing per box of 100, retail price— | 
Up to 2 pesos ... Box. 02 
From 2 to 4 pesos seal ” “04 
” ” ” 06 
“20 
“30 
Loose cigars, costing per 1, retail price— 
Uptolpeso ... 100 “01 
From 1 to 2 pesos “02 
’ 2 ” 4 ” “04 
» 43 ” ” 06 
6 ” 8 ” “08 
(Cigars of higher price will pay in proportion.) | 
Matches, per box of 50 wax tapers Box. 01 
Syrup, or cooling drinks in general ... Litre. 05 
Liquors— | 
Distilled, white... 10 
Common, by infusion or with essence col va “15 
Wax candles... Packet. ‘Ol 


Cigarettes will bear a stamp on each packet; boxes of cigars on 
each box; loose cigars on each package rolled in paper; matches on 
each box; syrup, cooling drinks, and liquors on each bottle ; 
candles on each package. ‘The stamps must be placed on the boxes 
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in such a manner that these cannot be opened without tearing 
them. Each packet of cigarettes and package or box of cigars 
will bear a printed label showing the price of the product con- 
tained therein, which, summed up with the amount of the stamp, 
will form a sale price to the consumer. 

Wines.—-Upon artificial wines there will be collected a duty 
corresponding to that on wines, together with a six months’ 
license fee of 120 pesos. 

Beer.—For each litre of beer will be paid 5 cents duty in a form 
to be determined by the President. 

Caiia (rum).—For each still holding 80 litres employed for the 
distillation of caiia there will be collected a six months’ license fee 
of 50 pesos. 


Ad valorem duties. 


The following merchandise will pay duty ad valorem :— 

1. Thirty-five per cent. ad valorem.—All merchandise which is 
not otherwise specially taxed or is not free of duty. 

2. Two per cent. ad valorem.—Steel bars, in plates or ingots ; 
iron bars, in plates or ingots; precious stones, and fine pearls 
loose. 

3. Five per cent. ad valorem.-Jewellery of gold or silver; 
ordinary powder, balls, shot and ammunition for hunting; plain 
galvanized iron and iron for roofing; flour; hops and malt ; 
unpolished marble for furniture and buildings. 

6. Twenty-five per cent. ad valorem.—Firearms, ordinary, for 
hunting, old system, or for cartridges, and ordinary arms for 
hunting; half-linens; cotton bed covers; printed cotton goods 
for dress or shirts; shawls or ponchos of cotton; handkerchiefs ; 
calicos ; fine powder; agave thread; material for making matting ; 
ordinary hats called petate (made of palm); viruta; junco; wool 
and woollen caps; oilcloths of all kinds; crude cotton textiles 
called lienzoes. 

7. Forty per cent. ad valorem.—Animal, vegetable, and mineral 
oil, with the exception of petroleum ; sacks made of cotton or pita 
(agave thread); crystals in general; printed books which have 
tops or lids of tortoise-shell, mother-of-pearl, ivory, and their 
imitations, or which bear incrustations of gold or silver, or of 
plated metal, or fine gilding; billiard-table covers; porcelain ; 
hats of classes not named in this Law ; textiles and all articles of 
silk, excepting those specified in this Law; veils in general for 
ladies ; common wines in casks ; felt hats. 

8. Fifty per cent. ad valorem.—Lucerne ; firearms and loose 
barrels for the same, excepting the classes mentioned in this Law ; 
pepper, crude or ground; garlic; canary seed; rice; kitchen 
utensils in general, complete or not; unshelled rice ; ready-made 
textiles ; ones trunks, portmanteaus, and travelling satchels ; 
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vetch and other dried vegetables; walking sticks with swords ; 
coffee, ground and in grain; shoes in general, made up or ‘in 
pieces ; onions; beer, in whatever receptacle ; cigars and cigarettes 
of all classes ; sky rockets, fireworks and bombs ; skins and tanned 
hides ; alcoholic drinks in any form; carriages, complete or in 
parts: confectionery and sweets, not medicinal; brooms; meal ; 
biscuits; grained maize (i.e, in the cob or shelled); peanuts ; 
butter ; lard; billiard-table covers and their accessories; saddles, 
coarse aprons, belts. overgirdles, and all articles pertaining to 
horses, made up or ready to be made up; furniture, complete or 
in pieces; potatoes; laces and silk cords, mixed or not with 
metallic thread ; perfumery in general ; cheese; snuff; ready-made 
cloths ; tobacco in leaves or broken up, black or natural; bottled 
wine, port, Jerez, Madeira, Muscat, Nebiolo, Manzanilla ; matches 
of all kinds; blank books for commerce. 

9. Eighty per cent. ad valorem.—Brandy up to 70° * in whatever 
manner sent ; caha in whatever manner put up ; playing cards. 


Free goods. 

The following merchandise will be free of duty :— 

Telegraph wires; large horses; breeding cattle in general; 
ploughs; hoes; bars for mines; bicarbonate of soda (impure) ; 
tar; fire extinguishers ; steam engines and their utensils ; common 
empty bottles holding at least a litre; switches; gas rods and 
water pipes of iron, less than 75 millimetres (3 inches) in diameter ; 
iron tubes for beds, 35 millimetres (1‘4 inch) or more in 
diameter ; coal; carbon of calcium; barley without husks; potash 
and calcined soda: crossties for railroads; empty demijohns ; 
remedies for cattle; fruits and fresh vegetables; globes; wire 
fences ; mowing scythes, and farming or agricultural implements ; 
immigrants’ furniture of little value ; scientific instruments, with 
the exception of those whose heads are adorned with precious 
metals ; printed books, with the exceptions indicated ; locomotives ; 
machetes ; geographical maps; machinery and pieces, belonging 
to ‘industrial establishments, and machinery for agriculture or 
steamboats ; materials and utensils used exclusively for printing 
and lithography ; turntables; printed music; naphtha (impure) 
for combustion ; windmills; religious objects; fresh fish ; plants, 
or branches of the same, for cultivation; powder, especially for 
mines; resin, for soap manufacturers; small wheels, with or 
without axles, for trains or railroads; coaches and tram freight 
cars for industrial and agricultural establishments ; steel and iron 
rails; seeds not to be used for consumption; silicates of soda, 
liquid or dry, for use in the arts; sulphates of copper, crude, for 
agriculture ; rock salt for cattle establishments ; Roman cement ; 


* Brandy is also entered among the products subject to specific duties, 
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tourniquets ; wire of iron or steel, galvanised or not galvanised, 
up to No, 14 inclusive; barbed iron or steel wire for the same 
purpose. 

Exportation. 


All the products and manufactures of the country will be free of 
export duty, except those detailed below, the duties on which are 
payable in gold: 


Pesos. 
Skins (cattle), dry or salted eee .»  Kach 0°25 . 
., defective or with holes als eis » 0°30 
Tobacco in leaves, without Custom Hous 
inspection... 10 kilogs. 0°05 
Yerba maté: 
Ground ... 0:15 


Foreign merchandise will not pay export duty. 7 


All foreign merchandise, which on importation may not have 
been dispatched in some of the national Custom Houses, will pay 
4 per cent. (gold) of the value for the right of transhipment from 
one place of embarkation to another. 

Foreign merchandise transhipped does not pay duty, with the 
exception of yerba maté, in leaves and ground, which will pay 15 
and 13 cents gold, respectively, per kilog. 

All persons or companies occupied in commerce of exportation 
and importation will pay a statistical duty of }-cent. gold per 1,000 
on the values which their operations represent. 

Merchandise of national fabrication which may be exported and 
returned to the country will pay import duty, save that which may 
be clearly distinguished from similar foreign merchandise, and is 
returned within the term of six months from the date of export. 

Merchandise stored in the Custom House is subject to a monthly 
fee of } per cent (gold) of the value. This fee is to be paid each 
month, after the first four days. 

All classes of explosives, glass merchandise, or merchandise 
subject to decomposition, and goods free of duty, must be dis- 
patched on the day of disembarkation, or, if through inadvertence 
they are introduced into the Custom House, must pay double 
storage duty, and the Custom House assumes no responsibility for 
them. 


The values of foreign merchandise will be estimated by the state- 
ments of the dispatch agents, evidenced by the original invoice of 
the selling house when the Custom House requests this, plus 
freight, insurance, and other ordinary expenses. 

Articles intended for consumption in the yerba fields, introduced 
through the Custom House at Villa Encarnacion, will be allowed 
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a reduction of 25 per cent. of the duties, and those introduced by 
the Custom House of San José, 10 per cent. ; also sewing needles 
for making hemp sandals in general; tar; sacks of crude agave ; 
unrefined sugar in bags; iron buckets; gimlets; baize; 
cloth “estrella” of wool or mixed; tin tubes (for sucking maté 
tea); buttons of horn; glue; paste; bone; coco; carose for 
vests ; pantaloons; sack coats and suits; fire pans; half linen ; 
madapolams ; cotton domestics; hooks of metal for dresses ; axles 
for carts; small tin caldrons; cotton shirts, white or coloured, 
ordinary ; cotton shirts called genovese, for men; cotton under- 
shirts and shirts, plain; iron keys; axles for carts; single or 
double shotguns; chisels; iron spurs ; iron stirrups ; flannels, 
tartans or cotton flannels ; woollen and cotton covers for beds; iron 
bits ; printed cotton goods for dress or shirts called brin ; oxford ; 
drill; cambric; hatchets; tailor thread; common yellow soap ; 
tin jars; coarse cloth of cotton; cotton shawls or ponchos ; 
hunting ammunition; iron pots of three feet without tops; shovels; 
cotton handkerchiefs; percales or calicos; chintz cotton for 
dresses; pikes of steel and iron in general; whetting stones ; 
common sporting powder; silver plates or zinc stamps; iron 
brushes or currycombs for horses; scales for weighing up to 
34 kilogrammes; common salt; handsaws in general; trowels ; 
hats, woollen or mixed, ordinary, for men ; common wine in casks. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 597 of the 

‘ * Board of Trade Journal” for the 15th inst., 
Consular Invoices. lative to the enforcement of penalties for the 
non-production of Consular invoices for goods shipped to Brazil, 
a telegram has now been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Chargé d'Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that a 
Ministerial Circular has again suspended the penalties for the 
non-production of such invoices. 
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BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The official “ British Central Africa Gazette” for the _ cman 
— last publishes the new Shippin egulations, 
1900" for the waters of 
tens, 1808. These regulations, which are too long to print 
in extenso, may be consulted at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The following paragraphs of the Regulations (83—7), the 
Schedules referred to therein, and the Rules attached thcreto, are 
here given verbatim :— 


3. Obligation to register.—Every vessel employed in navigation 
in any part of the Protectorate waters shall, unless exempted, be 
registered, lettered, and numbered in manner hereinafter provided. 


Foreign vessels are exempt from these Regulations, except the 
Regulations as to lights, while such vessels are within the Pro- 
tectorate waters. 


4, Application for registry.—Every application for registration 
of a vessel shall be in writing, and in the Form (A) in the 
Schedule hereto, and shall be sent or delivered to the Director of 
Customs at Chiromo, or to the Senior Naval Officer of the British 
Central Africa Protectorate Administration at Fort Johnston, or to 
such other Customs Officer as may be prescribed by Rules. 


5. Classes of vessels._-For purposes of registration, numbering, 
and lettering, vessels shall be divided into three classes, as 
follows :— 


First Class: Vessels of 15 tons burthen and upwards ; 

Second Class: Vessels of less than 15 tons burthen, navigated 
otherwise than by oars, paddles, or poles only ; 

Third Class: Boats navigable by oars, paddles, or poles only ; 

Provided that the officer to whom the application to register is 
made may, if he think proper, place any small vessel occasionally 
navigated or propelled by sail in the third instead of the second 
class. 


6. Registration.—On receipt of the application and of the pre- 
scribed fee the Customs officer shall, after inspecting the vessel, 
register her in the Register of Shipping, which shall be in the 
“orm (B) in the Schedule to these Regulations, and shall contain 
the particulars therein appearing. 


7. Certificate of registry.—On registration of the vessel the 


Customs officer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of registry 
in the Form (C) in the Schedu'e to these Regulations. 


650 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [March 22, 1900, 


Shipping and Transport Notes. 


Schedule (A.)}—Shipping Regulations, 1900—B. C. A. 
Application to Register a Vessel. 


Port of (or place)............ 
The ' 
Port or place to which belonging 
Owner 
Master 


Description of vessel, how rigged, what sails used, &c. 

Ordinary mode of employment 

Tonnage 

Length of keel 

No. of boats 

No. of boys 
Signature of applicant 
Residence 


Schedule (B.)—Shipping Regulations, 1900—B. C. A. 
Port of 


Registry of Vessels and Boats. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


oi gle] 85%) S| RegistereaNo. | | lito, of Crew 
| 


Schedule (C.)—Shipping Regulations, 1900.—B. C. A. 
Port (or place) 


Certificate of Reg:stry. 


Named 

of 

of 

Owner 

Master 

Registered No. of Class 
Signature of Registering Officer 
Date 
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RULES. 


The following Rules or Orders necessary or expedient for 
carrying the above Regulations into effect are to take effect as from 
Ist March, 1900 :— 

Rule 1. The following vessels are exempted from the provisions 
of “ The Shipping Regulations, 1900 ”-— 

(a) Native canoes. 

(b) Yachts, vessels, or boats used solely for pleasure or private 
purposes. 

(c) Her Majesty’s ships, or vessels belonging to the Govern- 
ment of the British Central Africa Protectorate. 

(d) Houseboats not employed in carrying cargo. 

Rule 2.—The following shall be the prescribed fees payable 
under Clause 6 of “The Shipping Regulations, 1900,” upon 
registration of a vessel :— 

(2) First Class Vessels of 15 tons burthen and upwards, 41. 

Vessels of less than 15 tons navigated 

(4) Second Class otherwise than by oars, paddles, =} 31. 

poles only 

(c) Third Class navigated by oars, paddles, 

poles only 

Rule 3. The Protectorate ports for registration purposes shall be: 

(a) Fort Johnston. 

(b) Chiromo. 

Vessels registered at Fort Johnston (under Clause 12 of “ The 
Shipping Regulations, 1900 ”) shall have the letter “J” prefixed 
to their number. i 

Vessels registered at Chiromo shall have the letter ‘‘ C ” prefixed 
to their number. 

Pending the publication of any Further Rules dealing with this 
subject, there shall be only these two series of numbers, 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Havre, in a report to the Foreign Office,, 
Dock Fees at  WTites as follows :—- 

- «Captains whose vessels may need repair in 
dry dock should remember that the booking fees, 
which are payable in advance, are forfeited if the ship cannot wait 
her turn. A case recently occurred in which the captain, after 
paying booking fees amounting to 8l. 4s., found that there were 
six ships before him, and that considerable delay must ensue before: 
he could obtain entry into the dry dock. He consequently pro- 
ceeded to Cardiff for the necessary repairs. If the captain had 
consulted me at the time I should have been able to explain the 
matter to him, and to save the owners a needless expense of 8/. 4s.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,387.) 


Havre. 
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By a Decree published in the “Journal Officiel” of the 9th inst., 

there will be levied at the port of Oran, datin 
24 from the promulgation of said Decree, 4 
: xi duty of 35 centimes per ton 

Oran (Algeria). maximum tonnage y ot : pe 
of registered tonnage which will be collected 
from all ships, French and foreign, entering the port with cargo or 
to load in the port. 

In the case of a ship, either French or foreign, simply calling at 
Oran without leaving or taking the whole of its cargo, the duty of 
35 cents. per ton measurement will be replaced by a duty of 35 cents. 
per ton of freight applicable on the one hand to such of the cargo 
discharged as did not come from an Algerian port where the vessel 
had previously touched, and on the other hand to cargo on board 
not destined for one of the ports of Algeria where the ship must 
subsequently call. In no case should the amount of the duty 
thus collected on a ship making a call exceed the amount which 
would have been realised by the tax on the registered tonnage of 
the said ship. 

The following are exempted from all tonnage dues: goods 
and merchandise belonging to the state or destined for its 
‘service; vessels wholly employed in fishing off the coast, in the 
coasting trade between Algerian ports; vessels for towing and 
piloting as well as pleasure boats and vessels of every kind 
belonging to the State or employed in its service, and generally, 
ships entering the port with cargo or in ballast which leave again 
without having transacted any business, or which have put in for 
food, water or coal for the ship’s use. 


The total number of ships of all nationalities entered at Havre in 
7 Shippi 1899 was 35 less than in 1898, and the tonnage 
PPINE showed a decrease of 164,996 tons. French 
in 1699. shipping increased by 17 vessels and 29,782 
tons, Italian by 12 vessels and 4,559 tons, and Portuguese by 11 
vessels and 24,603 tons. On the other hand, British shipping 
decreased by 93 vessels and 164,998 tons, German by five vessels 
and 11,983 tons, Japanese by two vessels and 7,336 tons, and 
Swedish by 18 vessels and 7,422 tons. Danish shipping decreased 
by eight vessels, but increased by 9,115 tons. No vessels entered 
the port under the Brazilian or United States flag. 

Last year was normal so far as British navigation was concerned, 
the decline in the number and tonnage of British ships, compared 
with the returns for 1898, being solely due to the cessation of the 
extraordinary importations into France of foreign wheat. A great: 
many British ships come to Havre with general cargoes from 
North and South America, but British maritime interests are 
mainly centred in the carrying of cotton from the United States 
to this the principal market of France. This trade is principally 
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carried on under the British flag, and some of the finest cargo 


steamers in the world are engaged in it. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,387.) 


Two sailing ships, each of 3,214 tons, one sailing ship of 2,220 
Shipbuilding at 10S, one steamer of 4,527 tons for the Chargeurs 
Réunis Company, and one steamer, “La 

France,” for the Newhaven and Dieppe Channel 

service, were launched in 1899. They were all built at the Forges” 
et Chantiers de la Méditerranée. Three large sailing ships are 

now under construction, but only three steamers of smiall tonnage 

are on the stocks. H.M. Consul-General at Havre, in a report to 

the Foreign Office, states that at the above port the effect of the 

present system of shipping bounties is still, as in previous years, 

to encourage the building of large sailing ships rather than 

steamers, but provisional orders have been given for the con- 
struction of four large steamers, in view of an expected readjust- 
ment of the system, which is now under consideration, and which, 

if adopted, will give increased bounties to steamers and smaller 
bounties to sailing ships. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,387.) 


Havre. 


FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 

According to statistics published in the “Journal Officiel de 

2 ._  L'Indo-China Frangaise” of the 29th January, 
patient pad the receipts of the Phu-Lang-Thuong-Langson 
Railway, constructed to connect Indo-China 
with the Chinese Treaty port of Lingchow and 
the South-Western provinces of China generally, amounted to 
154,446 dols. in 1899, as against 146,279 dols. in 1898. The value 
of the Indo-Chinese dollar is about 2s. 


Thuong-Langson 
Railway. 
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MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


SPAIN. 


The total production of coal in Spain in 1899 is given by the 
Production of Coal “ Revista Minera,” as follows:— 


in 1899 
1898. | 1899. 
Metric Tons. Metric Tons. 

Coal 2,434,232 2,672,194 
Lignite 66,422 70,195 

Totals ... ...| 2,500,654 2,742,389 

| 


The approximate consumption of coal and coke in Spain 
during the year was 4,609,525 tons. Considerably more than 
half the coal produced in Spain was mined in the Province of 
Oviedo, where the mines turned out 1,604,028 tons last year. 

The production of coke in Spain in 1899 is estimated at 521,901 
metric tons, of which 354,901 tons was metallurgical coke, made at 
the mines, and 170,000 tons was coke from the gas works in the 
cities. The increase over 1898 was 36,953 tons. Nearly all the 
furnace coke was made by three companies, Viscaya and San 
Francisco del Desierto, in Bilboa, and the Mieres Company in the 
Asturias. The production of briquettes in 1899 was 382,666 tons, 
a decrease of 7,529 tons as compared with the previous year. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 8th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Austrian Forts. English coal, three steamers laden with Ameri- 
can coal are on their way to Trieste. This will be the first 
occasion on which American coal is imported into Austria, in 
competition with English coal. It is stated that American coal from 
the Pocahontas mines can be imported into Trieste at 5s. per 
ton below the cost price of Welsh coal. 

The freight charged on the three cargoes of ten thousand tons 
that are on their way out under Austrian flag to Trieste, is 20s. 
per ton. 

Though the supply of coal at present in the above port is very 
limited, very few orders have been given to English agents who 
have visited the port with the hope of obtaining orders for Ameri- 
can coal, the reasons given being that there are hopes of the 
Austrian strikes soon coming to an end. 
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UNITED STATES. 

It is stated that the American Tin Plate Company have decided 
; not to give out any figures as to the production 
of tin in 1809. The Metal’ Worker 
. * announces that it has advices from the company 
to the effect that last year’s output was 20 per cent. in excess of 
the production in 1898. According to the “ Metal Worker's” 
figures, the production of finished tin plates in the calendar year 
1898 was 732,290,285 lbs. If to this is added 20 per cent., the 
sum of 878,748,342 lbs. would represent approximately the output 
of American tin plates in 1899, equivalent to 8,136,558 boxes of 
108 lbs. This would not include, however, the black plate used 
by stamping and other concerns and tinned after manufacture. 
With this added, no doubt the total production last year would be 

shown to have been close to 8,400,000 boxes of tin plates. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES. 


It is reported in the New York “Commercial Bulletin” of the 7th 
— inst., that an English steamer had just arrived at 
Shipments of Jute ppijadelphia from Calcutta with a cargo of jute 

from Calcutta. and burlaps valued at £60,000. This is stated 
to have been the first shipment in bulk ever sent direct from 
Calcutta to Philadelphia, and may, perhaps, prove the commence- 
ment of a direct trade between the above two ports. It is stated 
also, that other shipments have already been arranged. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of 
Corn Prices. Excise in the week ended 17th March, 1900, 


were as follow :— 


Wheat... iis 25s. 10d. 
Barley... as 248. 6d. 
Oats 16s. 11d. 


For further particulars see p. 662. 


B2 
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A statement is published on p. 663, showing the quantities of the 

various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 

- oduce. week ended the 17th inst.; the quantities of 

the imports during the corresponding week of 1899 have been 
added for purposes of comparison. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 15th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 112,533, and the number exported 9,566. 
During the first eleven weeks of the year ended 
15th March, the imports were 884,658 bales, and the exports 
90,659 bales. 
For further particulars, see p. 664. 


RUSSIA. 


The Foreign Office have received through H.M. Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg, copy of summary of a circular of the 
Dagar Steaks. Russian Minister of Finance, which states that, 
on the basis of information furnished up to 15th January of this 
year, as to estimated output of the sugar refineries, it has now been 
settled that the general production of the sugar refineries of the 
Russian Empire (7.e., the quantity of prepared sugar, sugar in 
products and in beet-root) for the current period is to be fixed at 
54,014,708 poods, forming (beyond the 35,500,000 poods, which, 
according to the Ministerial decision of 18th July, 1899, has to 
circulate in the period in the markets of the interior) a surplus of 
18,514,708 poods, and pending a further supplementary compu- 
tation, it is determined that 51 per cent. above the first 60,000 
poods per refinery be for disposal in the home market, without 
payment of the supplementary tax, and 9-5 per cent. is to be added 
to the inviolable reserve stock. All the remaining quantity of 
sugar forms a free surplus. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following Inspectors of Weights passed 

the examination provided for in the 11th section 

ei 4 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

Weights an Arthur Beaumont, Clitheroe; Joseph Flitcroft 

Measures. Farrell, Blackburn; David Elder Gordon, 

Greenock; William George Shaw, Edinburgh (City); James 
Rutherford Shell, Northumberland (Castle district). 
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A formal investigation was held at Bolton on the 9th instant into 

. the circumstances attending the explosion of a 

boiler at the Football Farnworth, on the 
Act 26th January last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

PF The boiler, one of the vertical type, was made 
some time before the year 1886, and in the following year it was 
purchased by a mineral water manufacturer who worked it at a 
pressure of 40 Ibs. per square inch, In 1890 he insured the boiler, 
and in 1893 he was advised that the fire box was getting thin ; he 
decided to obtain a new one, and in 1895 he sold this boiler for the 
sum of £1 10s. as old iron. 

The boiler was purchased by a brewer who found that it was too 
small for his requirements and he sold it for the sum of £2 to the 
father of the farmer, who gave it to his son, the occupier of the 
Football Farm. 

The father had for many years been employed as an engine 
winder at a colliery, and from his experience he appears to have 
considered that he was competent to examine this boiler. He did 
so, and concluding that it was fit for a working pressure of 30 lbs. 
per square inch, he purchased it and frequently assisted his son in 
working it, and he examined it periodically. 

On the 26th January the boiler was worked for a short time 
when it exploded, the father and a visitor being badly scalded. 
The former died from his injuries on the 5th February. The side 
of the fire box ruptured, leaving an opening 13 inches by 19 inches, 
the thickness of plate in the vicinity having become reduced by 
corrosion to 1-16th inch. 

The court found that the explosion was due to overpressure of 
steam, the fire box being quite worn out and unfit to withstand 
any useful working pressure, that the boiler had not been examined 
by any competent person either at the time it was purchased by the 
farmer’s father or at any time thereafter, and that proper measures 
were not taken by the farmer to ensure that the boiler was being 
worked under safe conditions. 

‘The farmer urged that he relied upon the examinations made by 
his father whom he believed to be competent to examine a boiler, 
and in these circumstances, and having regard to loss which the 
farmer had sustained, the court only ordered him to pay £5 towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


The number of aliens that arrived from the Continent at ports in 
Alien the United Kingdom during the month of 
aieheaiil February last was 7,307, the corresponding 
mmigration. =~ figure for February, 1899, being 5,410. The 
number of aliens arriving during the two months ended 28th 
February, 1900, was 13,041, as an with 10,136 during” the 
corresponding period of 1899, 
For detailed statistics, see p. 665. 
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CAPE COLONY. 


According to statistics published in the “Cape of Good Hope 

Trade of Government Gazette,” of the 16th February 

Cape Col last, the value of the trade of Cape Colony for 

pe Wolony- = the seven months ended 31st January, 1900, 

as compared with the same period of 1899 was as in the following 
table :— 


—. 1899. 1900. 
£ 
Imports— 

erchandise ... 9,358,522 8,269,446 
Government articles .. 633,890 329,270 
8,598,716 
Grand total... ... 9,994,048 11,684,519 

Colonial products (exclusive of 
gold, and 2,288,714 3,151,788 
Total . .. | 14,449,860 8,843,089 
Value of imported goods re-exported shi 189,506 304,403 
Specie ... ae 654,106 353,831 
Grand total .. ooo £ 15,298,472 9,501,323 

{ 


JAPAN. 


According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” of 3rd February, it 
Ownership of has been decided, and an Ordinance has been 
Real Estate b issued in that sense, that ownership of real 
Y estate by foreigners in Formosa shall not be 
permitted, but that this veto does not apply to 
the case of persons who have acquired property 
prior to the promulgation of the Ordinance. The upshot is that 
existing rights are to be recognised and protected, but that similar 
rights may not be acquired hereafter. Another clause of the same 
Ordinance limits the period of ordinary leases to 20 years, and the 
duration of other kinds of land tenure, independently of ownership, 
to 100 years. It will be understood, of course, that the Civil Code 
is not operative in Formosa. 


Foreigners in 
Formosa. 
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Trade Notes. 


FRANCE. 
The following statement, showing the value of the imports into, 
Trade in January and exports from, France during the first two 
and February months of the current year, compared with the 
1900 ” similar period of 1899, has just been issued by 


the French Customs Administration, and pub- 
lished in the “ Journal Officiel” for the 13th inst. :—- 


| 
1899. 1900. 
| 
Imports— £ 
Articles of food... 6,333,000 5,391,000 
Raw materials for industries wa aoe «| 18,384,000 17,210,000 
Manufactured articles 3,898,000 4,960,000 
Total... ...| 28,615,000 27,561,000 
orts— 
Articles of food... ont 2,968,000 3,892,000 
Raw materials for industries 5,823,000 6,400,000 
Manufactured articles... 9,891,000 9,992,000 
Parcels post ... 1,242,000 1,538,000 


Total ... 19,924,000 21,822,000 


The Board of Trade oe a the Foreign Office, 
copy of a circular issued by the French 
with regard to International 
Congress of the Wine and Spirit Trade, which 
aaa is to be held at Paris in connection with the 
Exhibition from the 16th to the 21st July next. The programme 
deals with statistics of production, consumption, and trade in 
beverages of all kinds in various countries; also with tariff 
regulations, conditions of transport by sea and by land, legislation, 
and the hygienic effects of alcoholic beverages. 


An International Congress will also be held in Paris in July 
next, in connection with the Paris Exhibition, 
on safe and economical methods in the use of 
steam apparatus. 


Congress on the 
use of 
Steam Apparatus. 


The “ Depéche Coloniale,” of the 18-19th inst., gives some statistics 
Sinks ant with regard to the trade and shipping of 
Shipping of Dahomey in 1899. ‘The value of the total 
“ppins trade of this French West African Colony in 
Dahomey in 189%. that year amounted to 1,003,000/., of which 
only 275,000/. represented trade with France. The value of the 
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Trade Notes. 


total trade in 1898 was 702,0001., of which 165,000/. represented 
French trade. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from Dahomey for the last six years, distinguishing the 
trade with the mother country. 


A.—Imports into Dahomey. 


From Other 


Years. From France. 
£ £ £ 
142,000 289,000 431,000 
136,000 286,000 | 422,000 
149,000 240,000 389,000 
117,000 213,000 330,000 
78,000 322,000 400,000 
B.—Exports from Dahomey. 
To Other 
Years. To France. Coenen, | Total 
£ £ 
109,000 290,000 399,000 
158,000 263,000 421,000 
157,000 212,000 369,000 
137,000 372,000 509,000 


In 1899, the United Kingdom and British Colonies together 
were first in the list of importers with an aggregate value of 
182,000/., Germany coming next with 164,000/. In the exports 
for 1899, Lagos leads the way with 285,000/., Germany following 
with 85,0001. 


GERMANY. 


According to official statistics, published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” 

of the 138th inst., the production of raw sugar 
Sugar Production. in Germany during the month of February 

was 28,679 metric tons. During the seven 
months of the 1899-1900 sugar campaign, which ended on the 
- 28th ult., the production of raw sugar amounted to 1,532,236 
metric tons, the figure for the corresponding period of the 1898-9 
sugar campaign being 1,472,517 metric tons. 


March 22, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 661 


Trade Notes. 


LUXEMBURG. 


A despatch dated 2nd inst. has been received at the Foreign 
: : Office, from H.M. Minister at the Hague, 
a stating that, in consequence of the recent 
marks. Anglo-Luxemburg Declaration, it would be 
advisable that British trade marks already registered in the Grand 
Duchy, should be re-registered. 


UNITED STATES. 


The value of the imports into the United States during the seven 

months of the fiscal year ended 31st January, 

Foreign Trade. 1900, was 101,309,000/., as compared with 

76,446,000/. during the corresponding period of 

1898-9 ; the value of the exports was 166,688,0001. for the seven 

months of 1899-1900, against 156,165,000/. during the seven 
months of the previous fiscal year. 

For further particulars see page 666. 


. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and officers of Excise in the week ended 
17th March, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 76435 5 25 10 
Barley ves 46,053 0 24 «6 
Oats ... ove 20,104 7 16 11 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 


from 1896 to 1899 :— 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding | 
Week in 
Wheat. | Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| | 
Qrs. Bus, | Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. | om &. 
1896 34,404 7 38,111 2/1699 5 | 25 211 13 9 
1897... 47,905 3 | 28,273 0 | 14,151 5 | 2711 | 22 8 | 16 2 
1898 ...| 51,984 5 | 29,480 5| 15,775 3 35 6 | 28 0 | 1710 
1899 | 67,262 3 | 34,456 6] 17,588 4 | 2510 | 26 3 16 10 
{ 
| | | 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
17th March, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... 
Sheep and lambs ... 


Fresh meat :— 

Pork one 


Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ove sve 


Pork 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 


Margarine ... tee 
‘Milk, condensed .., 
Milk’ and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk 
Eggs ... coe ooo ooo 
Poultry and game ... 


Rabbits, dead (not tinned) = 
Lard 


Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 


Wheat... 
Wheat-meal and flour ove 
Maize or Indian corn ... 
Fruit, raw :— 

Apples ove 
Apricots and peaches* oe ove 
Bananas* ... 


Gooseberries* ... 
Grapes... ove 
Lemons... 
Oranges... ooo 
Strawberries* 
Unenumerated ... 4 
Vupetabies, raw 


Potatoes ... ose 
Tomatoest... 
Unenumerated ... wi 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
9 


Bunches 


Entered by the 
bushel to 


Tons 
Cwts. 


Bushels 
Cwts, 


” 
Value £ 


Week ended 
17th March, 
1900. 


10,276 
14,630 


43,488 
51,279 
14,980 


108, 


68,949 
20,704 
32,427 


830,200 
458,900 
306,400 
255,200 
2x,800 
52,500 
1,136,500 
Cwts. 
16,357 
11 


21,206 
Cwts. 


452 
16,677 
181,116 
163 

51 

120 
2,787 


2,212 


92,054 


129,064 
11,384 
13,342 


Correspond- 
ing week 
in 1899. 


9,008 
11,794 
58,943 


35,892 
13,910 


115, 622 


16,376 


299 
293,692 
16,191 
3,695 
40,741 


941,000 
546,300 
250,633 
137,500 
34,600 
86,200 
1,525,300 
Bushels. 
43,989 


Bushels, 


538 
15,117 
352,320 
122 

10 
15,616 
2,277 
2,574 


86,112 
10,963 


27,949 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


|| 
eee ” 
Cwts. 
oe eee eee owe ” 
ie 25,280 26,407 
6,582 6,573 
15,279 11,999 
13,612 11,145 
Cwts. 74,257 
19,142 
32,798 
«19,479 
151 
Grt. Hundr. 330,559 
Value £ 9,133 
Cwts. 7,805 
45,997 
Cwts, 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
| 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 11 Weeks ended 15th March, 1900. 


Week 11 Weeks 
ended ended 
15th March, | 15th March, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
| 
Brazilian ak 2,006 27,417 
112,533 | £84,658 
EXPORTS, 
Brazilian ove ove ite 1,995 


Mar 


eee 


2&2 | muacd 


Ret 
(Co 
Alie 
ro 
Tot: 
k 
Alic 
r 
Ali 
le 01 
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Alien Immigration—February, 1900. 


Return of the Number of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent at Portst in the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Tw» Months ended 28th February, 1900, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the previous year. 

(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, Oe | 
Christiania, ther 

Arendal, ana Dieppe. Total. 
Christiansand. 


Hamburg, Rotterdam, 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. 


1900. 1899. | 1900. 1899. 


1900. 1899. 1600. 1899, 1900, 1899. 1900. | 1899, 
| 


Month ended 28th February. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
e to America or other | | | 


places out of the United 
Kingdom :* 
Arrived at London {61 779 230 115, 18] 274, 1,587] 1,363 
Grimsby _.... 61) 33 7 33 18| 477| 364 
66} 58} 209] 115] 444) 382 
Tyne Ports ... 11 1), 49} 132) 151)... 231/210} 408} 421 
Other parts ... 59 14! 30 16 75) 370] 338) 534) 459 
Total 1,514] 1,153) 451) 470) G01) 1,045] 974] $4,131) 43,699 
Aliens en route to America | | 


or other places out of the | 


United Kingdom : | 
Anived at Grimsby __... 9 18} 178, 46249) 187] 45 3} 366) 502 
Hartlepool, } | 
Hull ... 78 46 46 2 362 317 1,563 453) 2,049 818 
Leith ... oss soo | | 17 7 
Other ports...) ... 2 20 33} 1G} | | 383) 
87} Gl 244 287; 519 2,896) 3,176} 1,711 


of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other 
laces out of the United 

we ) | 


Total of Aliens en route and 
| 1,601 3,371) 1,816) $7,307! 25,410 


| 
1,214 764786, GOL, «603 


| 4 


Aliens not stated to be en 


Two months ended 28th February. 
route to America or other 
laces out of the United | 


| | 
| | | 

Total No... ...| 2,781 2,433) 1,087 881, 1,082, 1,102) 1,213° 1,128) 2,093) 1,814) 48,256) 37,358 
Aliens en route to America | 

or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : | j 
Total No... ... 151) 131 444 525 


Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other |} 2,932 2,564) 1,531) 1,406 
laces out of the United | 
:* | \ | 
H | | 

* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other glace out of the 
tens who arrive 


| | 
| 
782} 778] | | 3,408 1,8 44) 4,785! 2,778 


| 


| 
| | 
1,864) 1,880) 1,213 1,128 


| 
| 


5,501 | 


Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwi dy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middle: bi 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West epool. ‘The lists receieed 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck p Ss and p who, after landing, 


of the United Kingdom in the month of February, 1900, was 1,078, and 1,005 in the same month of 1899; in the two months 
ended February, 1900, the number was 2,336, and in the same months of 1899 the number was 2,188, 


'rom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the Unite ingdom, and tt is consider i 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ** Aliens not stated to be on route to America, §c.”” aie ie 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
Druce i pe 
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United States—Summary. 
Value of Imports,into and Exports from the United States, distinguished 


according to the undermentioned categories, during the seven months 
ended January, 1898, 1899, and 1900, respectively. 


IMPORTS. 


[ March 22, 1900. 


Classification of Articles. 


Value of Imports during the Seven Months _ 


ended January. 


| 1898. S| =| S900. 
| Dollars. Dollars, Dollars. 
Articles of food and animals _— ... 94,008,000 | 104,741,000 | 123,382,000 
Articles in a crude condition which enter 115,240,000 115,002,000 169,064,000 
into the various processes of domestic | 
industry. 
Articles wholly or partially manufactured) 38,564,0C0 | 32,804,000 | 50,506,000 
for use as materials in the manufac- | | 
tures and mechanic arts. | 
Articles manufactured ready for consump-| 47,418,000 | 63,128,000 75,925,000 
tion. 
Articles of voluntary use, luxuries, &c. ...|_ 45,387,000 | 51,768,000 | 67,410,000 
__ Total Imports: Dollars 340,617,000 | 366,943,000 | 486,287.000 
in ed sterling. @olilar 4s. 2d.) 

Articles of food and animals as | 18, 585,000 | 21,821,000 | 25, 204, 000 
Articles in a crude condition which enter, 24,008,000 | 23,958,000 | 35, 221 000 

into the various processes of domestic 
industry. | 
Articles wholly or partially manufactured 8,034,000 | 6,730,000 | 10,522,000 
for use as materials in the manufac- 
tures and mechanic arts. | 
Articles manufactured ready for consump- 9,879,000 | 13,152,000 | 15,818,000 
tion. | 
Articles of voluntary use, luxuries, &c..... 9,455,000 10,785,000 |_14,044,000 
Total Imports 70,961, j 76,446,000 | 101,309,000 
_ EXPORTS. 
a. ~ Value of Exports during the Seven Months 
Classification of Articles. ended January. 
1398. | 1899. | 1900. 
Domestic Exports— | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. 
Products of—Agriculture ...| 507,660,000 | 508,670,000 | 495,427,000 
Manufactures 159,541,000 182,336,000 | 234,301,000 
Mining 11,847,000 | 16,561,000 | 21,838,000 
Forest 21,664,000 23,435,000 29,687,000 
Fisheries ... 4,075,000 | 4,495,000 = 4,209,000 
Miscellaneous... ,728,000 1,440,000 1,929,000 
Total Domestic 706,515,000 | 736,938,000 | 787,391,000 
Foreign Produce—Free of duty ... 4,563,000 | — 5,106,000 | 5,891,000 
Dutiable 289,000 | 7,552,000 6,823,000 
Total Foreign 11,852,000 | 12,658,000 12,714,000 
_____ Total Exports Dollars! 714,367,000 | 749,596,000 | 800,105,000 
In & # sterling. (Dollar = = 4s. 2d = 
Products of—Agriculture ..| 105,762,000 108,973,000 103,214,000 
Manufactures ...| 83,288,000 | 37,987,000 | 48,813,000 
Mining ...| 2,468,000 3,450,000 4,549,000 
Forest ...| 4,518,000 | 4,882,000 | 6,185,000 
Fisheries 849,000 936,000 877,000 
Miscellaneous 860,000 | 800,000 402,000_ 
Total Domestic .» 147,190,000 | 153,528,000 | 164,040,000 
Foreign Produce—Free of duty ... 951,000 1,064,000 1,227,000 
Dutiable 1,518,000 1,573,000 1,421,000 
Total Foreign 2,469,000 2,637,000 | 2,648,000 
_Total Exports... 149,659,000 | 156,165,000 | 166,688,000 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS, 


Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Hast 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. 


2371 
2372 
2373 
2374 


2375 
2376 
2377 


2378 
2379 
2380 
2381 
2382 
2383 
2384 
2385 
2386 
2387 
2388 
2389 


Place. 


Denmark (1898. Supplementary) eee eee eve 
Senegal and Dependencies 
German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) 
Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... eee eco 
Germany, Prussian mn 1897-1900 

Naples (1899) ° 

Hangchow (1898) 

Portugal (1897 and 1898) 

Hiogo and Osaka (1898) 

Venice (1898-99) 

Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. 

New Orleans and District (1899) 

Servia (1898 and 

Somali Coast . ese ose 
Thessaly (13899), 

Netherlands (1899) 

Havre (1899) 

Ciudad Bolivar 

Para (1898-99) 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 


in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


519 
520 
521 
522 
523 


Belgiuwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai... ove 
France.—Report on French Colonies ee eee 
Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... 
Russia,—Report on Russian Railways... eee 
Russia,—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis eee 
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| | Price. 

4d. 
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ld. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France ' 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating aan communication between the 
two countries .. 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg sedans the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International 7 Convention 
of 31st May, 1865 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 
Seychelles... 
Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 
Basutoland ... 


> 
1 
d, aa 
2 
4d. 
hd. 
id. 
id 
4 
No. | | Price. 
284 | is 
j 


ye 
3 
4 | 


